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In March, Christian Democrat Deputy Guillermo Pellecer sponsored a bill that would permit
toxic waste imports, and dismantle environmental impact study requirements. Current legislation
prohibits companies from carrying out activities leading to environmental damage and pollution,
or negative social, economic, cultural and environment effects on local communities. Antonio
Ferrate, National Environmental Commission (CONAMA) director, dismissed arguments that
environmental impact assessments hinder socio-economic development. He said eliminating legal
requirements for environmental impact assessments would allow "any company to establish itself
in the country regardless of [potential] ecological damage." In addition, said Ferrate, eliminating
Article 8 of conservation legislation which bans imports of garbage, sewage, excrement, chemical,
nuclear, and other toxic waste materials would open the floodgates to situations likely to endanger
the environment. In a recent joint communique, Guatemalan environmental organizations said,
"Those who try to convince congresspersons that toxic wastes are useful raw materials and that the
evaluation law [which requires environmental impact studies] halts progress, are unscrupulous
Guatemalans and foreigners who wish to turn Guatemala into a garbage dump." Deputy Arturo
Amiel, congressional environment committee chair, said some members of the congress had
been offered bribes of up to US$25,000 to persuade them to dismantle existing environmental
conservation regulations. According to Jorge Cabrera, Central American Environment and
Development Commission (CCAD) executive secretary, the US is the principal exporter of toxic
wastes to the region, followed by Europe. He said, "The trade in toxic wastes is big business for
exporters in industrialized countries and for their associates all Central American countries." The
CCAD has warned that the proposal to amend the conservation laws could "seriously damage
the quality of Guatemala's environment and natural resources, which have already suffered
considerably." The CCAD points out that environmental impact studies are routinely "undertaken
in all civilized nations, where citizens are fully aware that development does not simply mean
economic growth." In addition, environmental impact studies are an "indispensable requirement
for obtaining technical and financial cooperation from bilateral and multilateral agencies such
as the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank." Cabrera said, "These studies
are among the few instruments we have to guarantee processes that are more in harmony with
the natural resources which form the basis of our economic growth." A study conducted by the
international environmental group Greenpeace found that between 1986 and 1988, industrialized
nations exported over 3 million MT of toxic waste to developing countries. According to Greenpeace,
many US cities must confront huge mountains of waste, ever increasing disposal costs and the
added risk of paying financial compensation to injured parties resulting from legal liability for
environmental damage. Consequently, city officials try to get rid of the waste by sending residue
and ashes from incinerators elsewhere. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 04/22/92, 04/23/92)

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 061247
ISSN: 1089-1560

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

